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ST.  JOHN'S  SEMINARY 


CONTEXT:   Along  one  edge,  the  Seminary  borders  Commonwealth  Ave,  a 
major  vehicular  and  pedestrian  thoroughfare.  Other  perimeters  of 
the  property  abut  2-3  family  homes.   However,  St.  John's  also  has 
a  coherent  context  unto  itself.   This  context  is  clearly  expressed 
by  visually  linked  spaces  and  recurrent  landscape  themes. 

SITE  DESCRIPTION:   The  Seminary  grounds  convey  a  landscape  of 
visually  and  environmentally  impressive  features.  They  include: 
grassy  slopes  offering  long  views  and  perspectives;  a  hemlock- 
covered  hillside  with  scattered  blueberry;  an  orchard  with 
specific  trees  of  historic  character  and  age;  a  stone  wall  with  a 
thick  shrub/tree  border  of  broad-leaved  and  narrow-leaf  evergreens 
edging  Commonweath  Avenue;  a  stone  wall  with  mature  conifer 
stands,  specimen  sugar  maple  and  oak  along  a  residential 
perimeter;  stands  of  mature  spruce  and  pine  within  the  site;  an 
athletic  field  with  mature  willows  along  one  edge;  and  an  allee  of 
red  oaks. 

OUTSTANDING  FEATURES: 

HORTICULTURAL:  The  stone  wall  with  the  mixed  evergreen  planting 
provides  an  unusually  rich  streetscape  feature  -  one  normally 
associated  with  botanical  gardens  and  arboretum.   The  evergreens 
include;  Rhododendron  maximum;  Rhododendron  wilsoni  ;  Rhododendron 
carolinianum;  Pieris  japonica;  Kalmia  latifolia;  Pinus  mugo;  Pinus 
strobus;  Pinus  nigra. 

CULTURAL:  the  apple  orchard  with  mature  pines  and  red  maples  in 
the  background  reflects  New  England  land  use  history. 

ENVIRONMENTAL:  The  hemlock-covered  hillside  is  the  only  remmnant 
native  landscape  observed  on  an  urban  wild  site  in  Allston 
Brighton. 

LANDSCAPE:   The  entire  site  occupied  by  the  Seminary  strongly 
conveys  the  image  of  a  landscaped  park.   Recurrent  themes  which 
underly  and  convey  a  designed  environment  include:  topography 
characterized  by  sloping  ground;  the  long  views  and  perspectives; 
and  the  stands  of  mature  conifers. 

COMMENTS:   While  many  of  the  landscape  and  environmental  features 
cited  are  strong  enough  to  stand  by  themselves,  development  of  the 
site  would  destroy  their  context  and  thereby  diminish  their 
impact.  The  features  will  seem  as  isolated  and  fragmented  and  the 
sense  of  land  and  the  landscape  experience  will  be  lost.   The 
unique  quality  of  the  site  is  that  the  many  great  features  are 
visually  linked  and  environmentally  buffered  by  adjacent  land 
forms . 

There  appeared  to  be  little  evidence  of  an  on-going  management 
plan  which  insures  that  the  current  visual  and  environemntal 
values  will  be  sustained  into  the  near  and  distant  future. 
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THE  CENACLE 

CONTEXT:   The  site  borders  a  major  thoroughfare  and  abuts 
residential  property.  Its  lawn  areas  are  visually  part  of  the 
adjacent  streetscape. 

SITE  DESCRIPTION:   The  site  is  comprized  of  steep  hillsides  which 
level  out  into  flat  lawn  areas.   There  are  big  trees  -  European 
beech,  sugar  maple  -  but  few  significant  stands.   Grassy  areas 
dominated  by  trees  provide  a  visually  strong  greenspace  at  the 
streetscape  edge.   Horticultural  interest  is  reflected  primarily 
by  the  lilac  plantings.   A  forest  stand  dominated  by  maple  is  an 
impressive  feature  partly  because  of  the  number  of  trees  and 
because  of  the  view  of  Chandlers  Pond.   There  is  not  a  strong 
sense  of  visual  connectivity  between  the  spaces.  The  grassy  slopes 
while  not  conveying  a  sense  of  natural  topography  offer  good 
viewing  perspectives. 


OUTSTANDING  FEATURES (S) 


HORTICULTURAL:  The  maple  woodland  with  its  view  of  Chandler's  Pond 
is  an  important  feature  to  preserve.  One  lilac  planting  is 
interesting  because  of  its  age.  Transplanting  if  needed  is 
feasible. 


ENVIRONMENTAL:   The  grassy  slopes  and  the  thickly-treed  lawns 
adjacent  to  the  street  are  important  greenspace  openings  in  an 
otherwise  very  densely  built  environment.   The  oak  woodland  has 
also  a  great  deal  of  enironmental  value  because  of  its  ability  to 
absorb  air  pollutants  and  provide  a  source  of  added  oxygen  in  an 
area  of  considerable  vehicular  traffic. 


COMMENTS:  The  greenspace  network  created  by  the  Cenacle,  St 
John's  Seminary  and  Chandlers  Pond  should  be  seen  as  a  whole 
component  of  an  open  space  plan. 


KENNEDY  ROCK 


CONTEXT :  _ 

Bordering  Cambridge  Street,  Kennedy  Rock  is  adjacent  to  the 
receiving  entrance  of  the  Franciscan  Children's  Hospital.  Due  to 
the  activity  generated  by  the  institution  and  adjacent 
thoroughfare,  the  rock  outcrop  is  in  the  midst  of  a  very  urban  and 
busy  environment.  The  chain-link  fence  further  reenforces  its 
urban  context . 


SITE  DESCRIPTION: 

Kennedy  Rock  is  an  outcrop  distinguished  by  its  horizontal  extent 
and  character  of  a  ridge  with  several  peaks.   However,  this 
appearance  and  impression  is  only  conveyed  in  autumn  and  winter: 
otherwise,  the  foreground  trees  virtually  obscure  the  rock 
outcrop.  When  the  trees  are  not  leaf,  the  rock  must  still  be 
viewed  through  the  chain  link  fence  which  encloses  the  site. 

The  area  in  the  forground  of  the  trees  has  been  cleared  and 
chipped;  however  emerging  herbaceous  and  scrub  growth  is  apparent. 

On  the  side  of  Kennedy  Rock  within  the  receiving  entrance,  there's 
a  grotto  with  Azalea,  Rhododendron,  fir  and  juniper  with  picnic 
tables  nearby.   Similar  to  the  impression  already  conveyed  by  the 
site,  this  area  too  discourages  public  interaction  or  access. 

Larger  trees  on  the  site  include  Norway  maple,  red  oak  and  poplar. 

At  the  time  of  observation,  the  rock  outcrop  had  no  graffiti. 

OUTSTANDING  FEATURES: 


GEOLOGY:   Kennedy  Rock,  if  it  was'nt  hidden  by  the  foreground 
trees  and  if  it  could  be  seen  without  the  chain-link  fence,  would 
have  a  great  deal  of  scenic  value.   It's  very  different  in  visual 
character  from  rock  outcrops  comprizing  other  urban  wilds. 


COMMENTS : 

Located  in  a  very  busy  and  ' built ' environment  rather  than  in  a 
more  quiet  residential  street,  it's  difficult  for  the  rock  to 
maintain  a  presence  as  a  natural  feature,  and  probably  without 
some  type  of  fencing,  it  would  be  dificult  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  rock  outcrop  and  the  foreground  space.  However, 
the  current  type  of  fencing  makes  a  more  forceful,  indelible  and 
negative  impression  than  the  rock  outcrop 


FOSTER  ROCK 


SITE  CONTEXT: 


Foster  Rock  is  wedged  between  a  parking  lot  and  small  apartment 
houses  and  is  accross  from  St.  Clemens  Hall.   With  only  a  small 
segment  of  the  wild  visible  from  the  street,  the  abuting 
structures  visually  dominate  the  site  context. 

SITE  DESCRIPTION: 

Foster  Hill  Rock  consists  of  a  steep  slope  covered  with  tree  and 
scrub  growth  which  flattens  to  an  open  herbaceous  meadow  ending  in 
the  rock  outcrop  visible  from  the  street.   The  steep  slope  is  not 
easily  accessible  for  public  use,  and  appears  more  visually 
connected  to  the  adjacent  private  properties.   At  the  time  of  site 
observation,  the  open,  unraown  area  was  too  tall  for  passive  public 
use.  The  diversity  of  the  herbaceous  cover  conveys  wildlife  value 
to  the  meadow  site. 

The  rock  outcrop  interfacing  with  the  streetscape  is  edged  with  a 
woodland  fragment  of  maple,  cherry  &  oak.   The  rock  had  graffiti 
at  time  of  observation. 


OUTSTANDING  FEATURES: 

There  are  currently  none.  The  hill  has  potential  for  scenic  and 
environmental  value,  but  it's  not  noticeable  from  the  street  and 
has  no  clear  public  access. 

COMMENTS:  The  meadow  should  be  given  more  consideration  as  a        , 
public  amenity.   /^c^-  ^^c-^ /^,:^    x^-  ^  c/z^^^t^^'^..^''^  ^x'^^x--?^  i^-f^i^  v^<^ 


TURNPIKE  OVERLOOK 


SITE  CONTEXT: 


The  site  is  adjacent  to  Newton  Street  and  overlooks  the  Mass 
Turnpike . 


SITE  DESCRIPTION: 


The  site  is  essentially  a  very  steep  land  fragment  with  dense  tree 
growth.  Due  to  its  location,  it  immediately  assumes  value  as  a 
greenspace  buffer. 


OUTSTANDING  VALUE: 

ENVIRONMENTAL:  Ne-^ge  and  |y4sual  pollution  from  the  highway  would 
undoubtedly  have  a  stronger  impact  without  the  buffer  effect  the 
tree-covered  slope  provides. 

There  are  no  evident  horticultural,  geologic  or  historic  values 
meriting  preservation. 


CRITTENTON 


SITE  CONTEXT:        _ 

The  site  is  bounded  by  Dunboy  Street,  Faneuil  Street  and  Pertshire 
Road.   The  primary  focus  and  character  of  the  site  is  the 
Crittenton  Hastings  House.   The  entrance  to  the  site  is  off 
Pertshire  Road.   Parkingand/or  stopping  outside  the  site  entrance 
is  a  problem.   The  site  is  bordered  by  a  stone  wall  topped  by 
chain  link  fencing. 

SITE  DESCRIPTION: 

The   greenspace  on  the  site  is  comprized  primarily  of  the  sloping 
ground  in  the  foreground  of  the  Crittenton  Hastings  House.   The 
slope  has  a  thick  tree  cover.  Species  include  maple,  locust, 
linden  and  Ailanthus. 

OUTSTANDING  VALUE:  There  were  no  identifiable  or  distinct  site  /t^^^^^'V^' 
attributes,  ^o^^u'c-^ ^    u/ecjv    s^o^   '^^A.i^    ■j- i^/j-^     u^  ydo^^c^r^   c?  ^- 

COMMENTS:  Any  stand  of  trees,  especially  on  sloping  ground 
inevitably  provides  some  degree  of  visual  and  environmental  relief 
in  an  intensively  built  environment. 


MT.  ST. JOSEPH'S 


SITE  CONTEXT; 


Mt .  St.  Joseph's  borders  Cambridge  Street  and  is  aceross  from 
Kennedy  Rock.   The  neighboring  area  is  primarily  residential. 


SITE  DESCRIPTION: 


Mt .  St.  Joseph's  is  an  artificially  created  three  tiered  landscape 
comprizing  three  large  flat  areas.   Relatively  flat  lawn  areas 
with  trees  are  succeeded  by  the  largest  extent  of  open  space  which 
is  a  parking  lot  without  any  vegetative  relief.   The  sides  of  the 
parking  lot  drop  steeply  to  flatten  out  in  grassy  areas  and  tennis 
courts.   Ornamental  plantings  include:  lilacs,  Japanese  maples, 
rows  of  Norway  spruce  and  a  maple  allee  dropping  down  from  the 
parking  lot .  Grassy  areas  provide  a  greenspace  edge  as  the 
interface  with  the  adjacent  community. 


OUTSTANDING  FEATURES: 

HORTICULTURAL:   The  grove;^  of  Japanese  maples  are  notable. 

COMMENTS:  As  the  topography  is  very  clearly  engineered,  the  site 
does  not  have  great  value  as  a  natural  feature  or  native 
landscape.  However,  the  lawns  do  provide  greenspace  for  public 
viewing,  v^o-vr.  <f<^:,^/^y  i^_^<^^  cyo^*^^^^-^    -^-^  iiSfi^?^^ /',?.^/-s^^>4'^  /  ir<^^^i^^ 


EUSTON  PATH  ROCK 


SITE  CONTEXT 


The  site  is  bordered  by  ««mi^I  apartment  buildings  and  has  a 
parking  lot  in  the  foreground.   It's  unclear  how  much  of  the  site 
is  publicly  owned. 


SITE  DESCRIPTION: 

The  site  is  primarily  a  rock  outcrop  whose  geologic  character  has 
been  diminished  and  obscured  by:  vegetative  growth  in  the 
crevices;  extensive  erosion;  the  foreground  parking  lot;  and 
landscape  changes  introduced  by  adjacent  property  owners.   One 
part  of  the  outcrop  is  filled  with  young  American  beech  while 
Ailanthus  and  mulberry  are  most  noticeable  in  other  parts  of  the 
site.  Dumping  of  leaves  and  other  litter  creates  interface 
problems  as  the  rock  outcrop  meets  the  street. 

There  is  a  gravel  path  which  might  be  a  difficult  scramble  for 
some.   Eroded  paths  indicate  other  existing  ways  of  site  access. 

Views  from  the  top  of  the  outcrop  look  out  onto  neighborhood 
housing. 


OUTSTANDING  FEATURES: 

HORTICULTURAL:  The  American  beech  on  this  site  are  one  of  the  few 
vestiges  of  native  vegetation  encountered  in  an  urban  wild. 


ST.  SEBASTIAN'S 


SITE  CONTEXT: 


The  context  of  the  urtrnn  urban  wild  is  conveyed  as  a  steep  site 
sloping  down  to  a  primarily  residential  area. 


SITE  DESCRIPTION: 


At  the  time  observed,  the  site  was  dominated  by  abandoned 
buildings  and  bull-dozed  areas.   Evidence  of  former  landscape 
value  consists  of  a  few  large  conifers.   A  tree-covered  fragment 
of  sloping  ground  edges  one  perimeter.  There  is  also  an  athletic 
field. 


OUTSTANDING  VALUE: 

Except  for  the  grass/tree  covered  strip,  the  site  currently  offers 
no  environmental  value.   When  observed,  the  potential  for 
continued  erosion  of  bare  and/or  weed  infested  ground  was 
considerable . 


